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Legal Here, Illegal There

Laws differ from country to country, so what is acceptable where you
live may be illegal somewhere else. Knowing this can give you some insight
into the values of other societies. It can also help you stay out of trouble
when traveling.

For example, ketchup may be just an ordinary food dressing for us, but
in France, it is seen as a cultural threat. The French government has
banned this American condiment from school cafeterias across France to
preserve French cuisine. It did make one exception, though: ketchup may
be served with French fries.

While France banned ketchup to protect its culture, Canada, the United
States, and several European countries have blocked the sale of fruit jelly
cups to save lives. Governments decided to ban these bite-sized snacks
following reports of people choking to death from eating them.

In Italy, it’s not what you eat but where you eat that counts. To protect
the city’s beauty, Rome, Florence, and Venice have created laws that forbid
tourists to eat and drink near architectural treasures. If caught eating in
front of a monument, you may have to pay a fine.

There are also laws related to clothing that you should be aware of. In
Australia, walking the streets dressed like a burglar—in black clothes, black
shoes and with your face painted black—may get you fined. In Barcelona,
it’s against the law to wear a bikini or swimming trunks outside beach
areas.

In the end, you should be mindful of other countries’ laws. This way,
you’ll get a deeper understanding of their cultures as well.



